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the course of the peasant revolution. They indicate that the movement did not reach its peak until July and became particularly violent in September and October. Of the 930 reported cases of seizure of estates, 686 occurred in July to October, and of the 350 cases of plunder of manor houses 271 took place in September and October. Punitive military expeditions which, beginning in August, were sent to the countryside failed to restore order. Indeed, not infrequently the troops went over to the side of the rebellious peasants. The pillage of estates and large peasant farms was ruthless, systematic, and thorough. Manor houses and farm buildings were razed to the ground, sometimes by the use of explosives. Trees were felled, and parks, gardens, and orchards plowed into fields. Everything imaginable was done to make sure that the owners would never come back. The violence of the summer and autumn outbreaks may be traced to the dynamics of the agrarian revolution, which gathered momentum and thrived on the impunity of earlier excesses and the patent impotence of the authorities; to the influx of deserters, some of them earning arms; and to Bolshevik propaganda. It would be a mistake, however, to attach excessive importance to the last factor. The peasants had made up their minds about land long before they had heard of the Bolsheviks. Trotsky summed up the situation well when he wrote that "the peasants did not read Lenin" but "Lenin read clearly the thoughts of the peasants."
LABOR AND ECONOMIC DISINTEGRATION
From the first days of the revolution industrial labor, unlike the peasantry, was in the forefront of revolutionary forces. Its influence was exercised through the Soviets of Workers7 and Soldiers' Deputies, the trade unions, and the factory committees. The Soviets, however, especially their central organs in Petrograd, functioned as a quasi-parliament rather than as an agency for the advancement of the professional interests of the working class, even though labor policies were not, of course, neglected. Trade unions and factory committees, irrespective of the political views held by their leaders, reflected more accurately than the Soviets the aspirations of the rank and file of the workers.
Although the trade unions were legalized in 19% and made a promising start, few of them survived the reaction of 1907-1911, and by early 1917 they were ineffectual and numerically weak. The revolu-